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INDIAN SCHOOL SALALAH
FIRST TERM EXAMINATION — SEPTEMBER 20235

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE (Code 184)

Class: IX Date: 24/9/2025

Time:

3 hours Maximum Marks: 80

Read the instructions very carefully and strictly follow them.
1) This question paper comprises 11 questions. All questions are compulsory.

2) The question paper contains THREE sections —
Section - A: Reading Skills
Section - B: Grammar and Creative Writing Skills
Section - C: Literature Textbook
3) Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each Part.

SECTION A
READING SKILLS (20 marks)

1) Read the following text. (10 marks)

1.

If they go unaddressed, life’s annoyances can affect your well-being. Scientific studies have found that
people who rate high on tests for anger are at an increased risk for high blood pressure and heart
disease. To process anger in a healthy way, Todd Kashdan, a psychology professor at George Mason
University in Virginia, recommends you attempt to understand why you feel upset. Without
pinpointing why you’re angry, he says, “You can’t get a foothold to figure out what your body is
mobilizing to do.”

When harnessed properly, anger can be a motivator. Frustration can drive us to choose a novel path
while problem-solving or to become focused and committed — taking up a new cause, for example.
Frustration may also be useful in negotiations. But watch, how you express it: raising your voice during
a debate may be helpful, but the same tactic could potentially undermine collaborative work.

Vexation has limits. Kashdan recommends thinking of anger as a speedometer, where 10 kilometres
per hour is irritation and 100 kilometres per hour is blind rage. Speed limits are a measure of
effectiveness: momentary annoyance during a negotiation might be useful, but rage seldom is. If you
use anger as a tool too often, people will learn to avoid you. While others may offer small amounts of
time and effort to keep your temper from erupting, you’ll miss out on their best contributions.



4. If you get into a disagreement with someone, pause for a moment and try to understand that person’s
point of view, then look for a mutually beneficial solution. Once you become angry, your thinking gets
too narrow. To bring anger down a notch, psychologists recommend practising deep breathing. Focus
on inhaling and exhaling, and picture your breath travelling to your diaphragm. Create a playlist of
music to help relax when you feel agitated. Different genres work for different people.

5. Keep disagreements from turning into fights by improving your communication skills. Avoid cutting
others off or using accusatory adverbs like ‘always’ and ‘never’. “Unhealthy anger, the inability to
cool down when upset, can be a symptom of mental health disorders such as depression,” says Darin
Dougherty of the Harvard Medical School. Speak to your doctor if this feels familiar: medication and
cognitive behavioural therapy help.

6. After anger runs its course, let go. Experts offer three steps for decompressing after you’ve been hurt:
make sense of the wrongdoing with a loved one or a therapist; avoid dwelling after you’ve processed
the issue; and, finally move on — find humour in the situation or leave the environment if it has become
toxic.

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.

1) Why is it important to understand the reason for your anger? (1)

i1) Complete the following with the correct option from the two given. (1)
An effective way to bring down anger is

A. going for a physical workout
B. practising deep breathing

1i1) Support the writer’s opinion that utilizing anger as a tool will negatively impact your relationships with
others. (2)

iv) Select the option that displays what the writer projects, with reference to the following: (1)
If you get into a disagreement with someone, pause for a moment and try to understand that person’s point
of view.

A. denial

B. reflection
C. conviction
D. compassion

v) State whether the following statement is True or False. (1)
When anger takes over, your thinking becomes overly focused and restricted.

vi) How can anger or frustration serve as a motivator? (2)

vii) Select the option that best reflects the meaning of ‘undermine’. (D)
A. The teacher used several examples to emphasize the importance of critical thinking in problem-solving.
B. Her constant criticism began to weaken his confidence in his own abilities.
C. The company made a unilateral decision to change its policies without consulting the employees.
D. The new evidence helped bolster his argument in favour of stricter environmental regulations.

viii) Fill in the blank with the correct option from those given. (1)
In the phrase ‘processed the issue’, the word ‘processed’ refers to
2




A. Analyzing, organizing or manipulating the issue

B. Being handled through legal system

C. Mentally dealing with or coming to terms with experience
D. Altering from its natural state

2) Read the following text. (10 marks)

1)

2)

3)

4)

Demonetisation refers to an economic policy where a certain currency unit ceases to be used as a legal
tender. It occurs whenever there is a change in the national currency. The existing form or forms of
money is pulled from circulation and retired, to be replaced with new notes or coins. Sometimes, a
country completely replaces the old currency with new currency.

On 8 November, 2016, the Indian government decided to demonetise the 500 and 1000 rupee notes,
the two biggest denominations in its currency system. These notes accounted for 86% of the country’s
circulating cash. With little warning, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced to the citizens
that these notes would be rendered immediately ineffective with immediate effect. People were given
time till the end of the year to deposit or exchange them for newly introduced 2000 rupee and 500
rupee notes.

The government’s goal was to combat India’s thriving underground economy on several fronts:
eradicate counterfeit currency, fight tax evasion (only 1% of the population pays taxes), eliminate black
money accumulated from money laundering and terrorist-financing activities, and to promote a
cashless economy. Individuals and entities with huge sums of black money acquired from parallel cash
systems were forced to take their large denomination notes to a bank, and account for them
satisfactorily and submit proof if tax paid. If the owner could not provide proof of making any tax
payments on the cash, a penalty of 200% on the tax due was imposed.

Demonetisation had a severe impact on the gold market. The extraordinary demand for the yellow
metal, made a stiff hike in the cost. However, the Government made it mandatory that every buyer had
to submit his/her PAN card details for purchases made. Erring jewellers were brought to book.

Digital Pavment Trends in India — An Overview

Most-Thernonetisarion

1 =400 1200

1600 + TEO0
&
,@_ 1 <400 % T 400 _:5';
S 1200 + 1200 -
S -———1\' ] ﬁ
= 1000 4+ = 1000 3
e o
= =00 ] - SO 85
'% GO0 T GO =
= sl il %
400 — S — 400 =
=

200 1+ i | l \ — — - 2O

0 1 | =l o |

01112 ]
01213
201311

1

016-17
201718
201819

2015

—a

i
2

Financial Year
O Volume {in Crores)
H Value {(in Tis Lakh Crores)




5) Many Indians switched to alternative payment methods. The biggest gainers were mobile wallet
companies that offered easy transactions through a large network of partners. Alibaba-backed Paytm
saw a sevenfold increase in overall traffic. Prepaid cash cards were another option that the customers
found useful. Other alternatives were mobile payment systems linked to e-commerce businesses like
Ola Money, Free Charge, Flipkart Wallet.

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above.
1) What is demonetization and when does it occur? (1)

i1) According to your understanding of the passage, select the option that does not represent an objective of
demonetization. (1)
A) To eradicate counterfeit currency
B) Demonetization had a severe impact on the gold market.
C) Demonetization eliminates black marketing.
D)To promote a cashless economy

ii1)) Complete the following analogy correctly with a word from Paragraph 4 (1)
awful : dreadful :: serious :

iv) Which of the following is not a mobile wallet company? (D)
A) Free Charge B) Ola Money C) Paytm D) Samsung

v) Select the chart that appropriately represents the growth in volume of rupees in 3 financial
years (2015- 16, 2016-17 and 2017-18): (1)

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Financial vear

(b)

Volume (in erores)

olume {in crores)

|

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
Financial vear

Volume (in crores)

Volume (in croves)

-

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 20L5-15 S0R0-Le SLI=LA

Financial vear Financial vear

vi) What were individuals and entities with large sums of black money required to do during demonetization?
A) Destroy their large denomination notes (D)
B) Donate the money to government relief funds
C) Deposit the money in banks and provide proof of tax payment
D) Convert the money into foreign currency



vii) Substitute the underlined word in the sentence with a word similar in meaning from the passage.
(Paragraph 3) (1)
The organization launched a campaign to fight misinformation on social media.

viii) List one reason why the government decided to demonetize the 500 and 1000 rupee notes and not any

other. (1)

ix) List any two points on which the Indian Government thrive to combat underground economy. 2)
A)
B)

SECTION B: GRAMMAR & CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (20 Marks)

GRAMMAR (10 Marks)
3) Complete any ten of twelve of the following tasks, as directed.
1) Fill in the blank by using the correct form of the word in the bracket, for the given portion of a letter: (1)

This selfless initiative (carry) out with dedication and responsibility, deserves due recognition.

i1) Read the given sentence from a marketing report. Identify the error and supply the correction in the given
format.

The company continues to strives tirelessly to meet customer demands. (1)

Use the given format for your response.

Error Correction

111) Read the conversation between John and David and report the following. (1)

John: Do you know swimming?
David: No. Can you teach me how to swim?

John asked David if he knew swimming. David replied in the negative and asked him
how to swim.

iv) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option, to complete an official announcement. (D)
Attention all Prefects,
Please be informed that the deadline for submitting your registrations for participation in the Talent Fest
has been extended; (that/ these/ this) should be communicated to all students of classes IX-X.

v) Ritu asked the following question to her brother Randeep. Report Ritu’s question. (1)

Ritu - Where are you going?
Ritu asked Randeep



vi) Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option from those given below. (1)
We apologized if we had been at fault.

A. can have B. shall have
C. oughtn’t have D. would have.

vii) Choose the correct reported speech for the sentence given below from the options. (1)
Diya said to Vicky, “I made pulav yesterday evening.”

A. Diya said to Vicky that she made pulav the previous evening.
B. Diya told Vicky that she had made pulav the previous evening.
C. Diya said to Vicky that she made pulav yesterday evening.

D. Diya told Vicky that she made pulav the previous evening.

viii) Report the dialogue between a teacher and a student, by completing sentence. (1)
Teacher: Did everyone understand the new assignment?
Students: Yes, we all got it, thank you!

The teacher asked the students , to which the students replied affirmatively that they had
all got it and thanked the teacher.

ix) Select the option that identifies the error and supply the correction for the following line: (1)

Many of our understanding of early humans have come in the past ten or twenty years of study.

Option No Error Correction
A Many Much
B humans human
C has had
D or and
x) Complete the given sentence about the reaction of some friends, by selecting the correct option: (1)
The group of friends excited at the prospect of their upcoming adventure.
A) are B) has C)is D) were
x1) As per the guidelines issued by the CBSE, all the students may be well acquainted with the pattern of
Competency-based questions. (1)
Error Correction
xii) Fill in the blank with the correct option to complete the opening line of a formal letter: (1)

Dear Mr. Patel,
We are pleased to inform you that your proposal for the upcoming project by the board of directors

A. had endorsed B. will have been endorsed
C. has been endorsed D. have endorsed



CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (10 marks)

4) A) A week ago you were traveling to Kolkata and you met a celebrity who was traveling on the same flight.
Write a descriptive paragraph about your experience in 100-120 words. (5)

OR

4) B) Write a descriptive paragraph in 100 to 120 words about a situation that made you feel nervous or
excited.
[What was the situation? - e.g., giving a speech, taking an exam, meeting someone new,
performing on stage, trying something for the first time. / What thoughts and emotions were you
experiencing? - nervousness, fear, excitement, anticipation, etc./ what made the situation so intense
or memorable. ]

5) A) "The moment I stepped off the train, I knew something was wrong. The station was eerily silent, the
digital screens were all blank, and not a single person was in sight. I clutched my bag tighter and
looked around, trying to figure out where everyone had gone..." Complete the story in 100 to 120
words. (5)

OR
5) B) Imagine you are Pranav. During the final examinations, you came prepared for the English exam on the

day of the Mathematics exam. You realized your mistake after entering the Examination Hall.
Narrate your experience and how you overcame the situation in the form of a diary entry.

SECTION C: LITERATURE (40 marks)

6) Read the given extracts and answer any one of the two questions given below. (5 marks)
A) “It was a hot summer night; about ten o'clock. I had my meal at the restaurant and returned to my room. I
heard a noise from above as I opened the door. The sound was a familiar one. One could say that the rats

and I shared the room. I took out my box of matches and lighted the kerosene lamp on the table.”

1) Make one inference about the following sentence, “The sound was a familiar one.” Rationalize your

response in 40 words. (2)
11) The narrator says he lighted the lamp. Infer one reason for him doing so. (1)
A) the house didn't have any power supply B) he wanted to go outside in dark night
C) he needed to study in the light of lamp D) he liked to sleep in the light of lamp
ii1) Complete the following analogy. (1)
Kerosene : Light : : Matchbox :
iv)What can you infer about the narrator's financial condition and lifestyle based on the extract? (1)
OR

B) "He could use it to hang from a branch; and it was capable of scooping up any delicacy that might be
out of reach of his hands."



1) What can you infer about Toto’s physical abilities from the way he uses his tail?
i1) Find a word in the extract that means "treats or tasty food."
i11) What does the phrase ‘out of reach of his hands’ suggest about Toto’s tail?

(iv) What does this extract reveal about the way animals adapt to their environment?
A) Animals only survive by copying human behaviour.
B) Animals rely only on instincts and not physical abilities.
C) Animals can use their body parts in creative and purposeful ways.
D) Animals always need help from humans to find food.

7) Read the given extracts and answer the questions for any one of the two, given.

A) “When the humid shadows hover
Over all the starry spheres
And the melancholy darkness
Gently weeps in rainy tears,
What a bliss to press the pillow
Of a cottage-chamber bed
And lie listening to the patter of the soft rain overhead”

1) What is the poet doing in the extract? What is happening outside in his surroundings?
i1) What does the phrase “humid shadows” refer to?

ii1)) What emotional effect does the rain have on the poet?
A) It makes him feel afraid and restless.
B) It fills him with excitement and energy.
C) It brings him peace and joy as he lies in bed.
D) It causes him to feel tired and weak.

1v) Which literary device is used in the line “And the melancholy darkness™?
A) Metaphor  B) Transferred Epithet C) Simile D) Allusion

OR

B) Now, you shall build as the birds do,
And shall get your scanty food
By boring, and boring, and boring,
All day in the hard, dry wood."

1) Who is the speaker and what does “build as the birds do” imply?
ii) The literary device used in the 3" line is

i11) The rhyme scheme of the given extract is
A) AABA B) ABAB C) ABCA D) ABCB

iv) What does the word “scanty” suggest about the kind of life the woman would now lead?
A) A luxurious life
B) A difficult life with little food
C) A vigorous life with little food
D) A healthy and abundant life

)
(1)
(1

)

(5 marks)

2
(1)

(1

(1

2)
(1

(1)

(1



8) Answer any four of the following five questions, in about 40-50 words. (4x3=12)

1) Why did Bismillah Khan refuse to start a Shehnai school in the U.S.A.? 3)
i1) Why did Kezia avoid her father? 3)
ii1) What does the poet mean when he says “by war’s long winter starv’d”? 3)
iv) What is the central idea of the poem ‘The Lake Isle of Innisfree’? 3)
v) How did Einstein react to the bombing of the Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki by America? (3)
9) Answer any two of the following three questions, in about 40-50 words. (2X3=6)
i)How did Toto take a bath during winters? How did he learn to bathe in that manner? (3)
i1) How, according to the king, had justice come full circle? 3)
ii1) How did the sight of a snake-charmer leave the child spell-bound? 3)
10) Answer any one of the following two questions, in about 100-120 words (1x6=6)

1)Which values of life strengthened Evelyn against the handicap of her deafness? What does her career
teach to the handicapped people?
OR

ii))What role do challenges play in shaping a person's life, as seen in both- The Road Not Taken and Wind?

11) Answer any one of the following two questions, in about 100-120 words (1x6=6)

1) What role did Iswaran play in Mahendra’s life, and how did his stories affect Mahendra?
OR

11)‘If there is a part of the brain especially devoted to mischief, that part was largely developed in Toto.” Justify
the statement. Why did even grandfather realise that Toto was not the sort of pet they could keep for long?
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